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Introduction
There are more influences on child health and mortality in South Africa than what is revealed simply by looking at averages, aggregate economic growth and the seeming priority that has been given to social development and child welfare especially with the rapidly growing urban cities. Inequalities become apparent when efforts are made to disaggregate the picture.
Although, the rural-urban disparities in child malnutrition among socioeconomic groups is to be recognized, intra-urban differential is fast becoming a peril to child health outcomes including child malnutrition in sub-Sharan Africa. Childhood malnutrition remains a global challenge. Given that malnutrition is an underlying cause of over 50% of under-five deaths, it is clear that the accomplishment of Sustainable development goals (SDGs) require action directed at improving the nutritional status of vulnerable children.

Objective

Thus, this study empirically investigates the understanding of the role of the urban environment in shaping inclusivity of children to basic need like healthcare and improved nutrition within the social determinants framework in South African cities. The study examines different features of the urban environment, especially income inequality within the urban environment that may influence child nutritional outcomes by developmental stages (Infancy:0 to 18 months and early childhood: 18 months to 60months)  as well as the pathways through which it occurs in order to meet SDG targets 10.2 and 11.7 amongst others. Additional factors such as the nature of the home environment and capabilities of the parents are investigated.
Methodology and Data

The study population for this empirical investigation is wasting, stunting and underweight within under-five children from the South Africa National Income Dynamics Study (NIDS) 2012 matched with intra-cities income inequality measures from the 2011 South African census. NIDS is designed to collect household data that can be used to evaluate various aspects of household welfare and behaviour and to evaluate the effectiveness of government policies on the living conditions of the nation. The study applies a multi-level modelling approach within a social determinants framework.
Conclusion
Results showed that children from the poorest 10 per cent of households have higher rates of underweight and stunting compared to the richest 10 per cent. This study did not only provide a picture of the current state of child wellbeing in South Africa, it also considered possible effects of wider contextual (such as neighbourhood) influences on childhood malnutrition.
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