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Abstract
The total number of people living with non-communicable diseases in South Africa currently is unknown. According to the WHO, (2014), non-communicable diseases are accountable for 43% of all deaths in South Africa. In 2011 they were accountable for 23% of years of life lost and 33% of disability life years, (Ataguba, Akazili, & McIntyre, 2011). Non-communicable diseases were underlying or accountable for 60% of the top ten causes of death in South Africa for the year 2015, (STATS SA, 2017). Government total expenditure is also unknown but is estimated at more than one billion rands per annum for low to middle income countries such as South Africa, (WHO, 2011), (Huffman et al., 2011).  UHC and Upscaled prioritisation at PHC level is needed as NCD’s accounted for half the global burden of disease but only received 2% of international donations compared to HIV that accounted for 4% of the global burden of disease receiving 29% of international donation grants, (Allen, 2017).
NCD’s negatively impact the labour market by decreasing labour productivity, increasing employee turnover and early retraction from the labour market. This future decreases individual income and household income especially for the urban poor who carry the heaviest non-communicable disease burden in South Africa. This further contributes to the medical poverty trap and worsens income inequality in South Africa. 
Using panel data from the national income dynamics study in South Africa, this paper investigates the association between non-communicable diseases and labour market participation and the effect it has on household income. We examine these associations using statistical regression models for NCD exposed households and non NCD exposed households, comparing the two for differences. 
We hypothesis that NCD’s decrease household income and labour force participation through decreasing individual and household productivity and by increasing dependency both for the individual and the household. Therefore as recommended by the WHO; individual specific interventions will be more effective than population based interventions to alleviate the ripple effects of the non-communicable disease burden on the South African economy (National Department of Health, 2013). 
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