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Many health programs in Africa aim to serve the poor, often defined as the poorest 40% of the total population or as those living below $1.25/day.  The first Sustainable Development Goal is to “end poverty in all its forms everywhere,” although services targeting the poor are mentioned throughout the SDGs. Furthermore, the World Bank and a growing number of donors and Low- and Middle-Income Country governments have also emphasized the need to both identify, and target, the poor as a core value of Universal Health Coverage. 
However, most programs – primary care, vaccines, family planning, or national health financing - never learn how well they have done at reaching the poor they seek to serve, let alone being able to assess how they’re doing at the time of service provision.  A new tool allows the rapid and easy assessment of patient or beneficiary wealth, and offers an opportunity to better assess, improve, and direct health programs of all kinds focused on the poor.  The tool applies a simplified, country-specific version of the DHS wealth index questions, reducing the number of questions from 30-60 in the original index to 8-18 questions in the new index. The new index has high percent agreement with the original survey results (kappa >0.75). The new questions are easier to answer than the original questions, with fewer response options. Data collection has been further simplified through the creation of a phone/tablet-based survey that aggregates and analyzes results.

This presentation focuses on our application of the tool to a population of health seekers in Ghana.  Through this, we assess the viability of using this tool in the context of health financing though Ghana’s National Insurance Scheme.  Applicability for real-time performance monitoring and service delivery corrections will be explored, along with potential utility, challenges, and role for this simplified wealth assessment tool in Ghana and in other African countries.
