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Social Impacts of Substance Abuse among Teenagers in Selected Ethnic Population in Nigeria.
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This study investigates the health impacts of substance abuse among teenagers in selected ethnic population in Nigeria using descriptive and survey method. The sample of the study comprised three hundred and sixty adolescents (360) selected through multi-stage sampling from rural communities in Nigeria. The study employed a self designed Teenager Drug Habit Catalog (TDHC) for data collection. The ordinary least square method of analysis was used to test the hypothesis (Chi Square significant level of 0.05 and a degree of freedom of 1). The result revealed that over 80% of the adolescents who used drug substances were between 15 and 19 years they were successfully influenced by their peers. The number of respondents with antisocial behaviors was significantly higher (84.6%) among adolescents using marijuana, cocaine, heroin or crack than among adolescentsâ€™ respondents who were not drug users. The study recommended comprehensive prevention programs in rural communities targeted at adolescentsâ€™ especially in schools and for drop-outs to reduce substance abuse and reduce antisocial behaviour among adolescents in Nigeria.
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